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XXXII. Descriptions of some new Species of Diopsis. Bp J. O. Westwood, Esq., 

F.L.S., «$c. 


Head November 3rd, 1835. 


Having since the publication of my monograph upon the Dipterous genus 
Diopsis in the 2nd part of the 17th volume of the Transactions of the Linnean 
Society, met with some new species of that remarkable genus in several of the 
Continental cabinets which I have recently examined, I beg leave to offer the 
descriptions of them to the Linnean Society by way of supplement to my mo¬ 
nograph. 

Species ad Sectioneyn primain pei'tinentes. 

Species 22. (vel la.). Diopsis Wiedemanni, mihi. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 1. 

D. capite medioque abdominis rufescentibus, thorace nigro, spinis 2 scutella- 
ribus et 4 thoracicis flavidis, alis fuscescentibus in medio obscurioribus 
macula ante apicem sublunari. 

Long. corp. lin. 4. 

Habitat in Guinea Africa*. In Mus. Wiedemann. 

Magnitudine et affinitate D. Ichneumonece proxima, a qua autem differt alis 
fuscescentibus, abdominis basi nigra thoraceque 4-spinoso. E pedunculis 
oculiferis abdoinineque haud clavato insectum inasculinum indicatur. 
Caput rubrum, os versus attenuatum, et utrinque spina acuta perpendiculari 
armatum, pedunculi oculiferi graciles, thorace paullb longiores. Thorax 
niger, collari nitido, scutelloque concolori; spina? 2 scutellares elongatoe, 
2 mesothoracicoe et 2 metatlioracicae abbreviate, flavoe. Abdomm elon- 
gatum haud clavatum, sensim ultra medium latius, basi nigra, medio rufo 
apiccque rufescenti-fusco. Pedes rufescentes, femoribus anticis incrassa- 
tis, posticis 4, ad apicem 1-subspinosis ; tibiis anticis subtits obscurioribus. 
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Alee fuscescentes, colore fuscescenti in medio alarum nervum versus fur- 
catum paullf) obscuriori, maculaque magna fusca sublunari, intern^ pro¬ 
ducts postic&que ad apicem alse extensa inde apex se ipse quasi macula 
alba rotundata notatus videtur. 

Species 23* (vel lb .). Diopsis erythrocephala. King MSS . 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 2* 

D. capitc Icete ochraceo, pedunculis oculiferis obscurioribus, thorace nigro, 
pedibus anticis pallide luteis, tibiis tarsisque fuscis, alis pallid^ fuscescenti- 
bus, macula ante apicem transversa. 

Long. corp. lin. 3^. Expans. alar. lin. 

Habitat ad Promontorinm Bonae Spei. D. Lichtenstein. In Mils. Reg. Beroli- 
nensi. 

Differt a D. Ichneamoned et JFiedemanni statura minore, pedunculis oculiferis 
brevioribns, et loco natali. 

Caput Icete ochraceuin, os versus attenuatum ibique in spinis duabus perpen- 
dicnlaribus lateralibus productum. Pedunculi oculiferi thorace breviores, 
obscurioreSj spinis ordinariis armati. Antemue fulvae. Thorax niger seri- 
ceus, collari scutelloque concoloribus. Spinas scutellares speciininis unici 
in Musaeo Berolinensi conservati deteritae. Abdomen elongatum baud 
clavatum (itaque sexmn masculinum indicatur, quamvis c brevitate 
pedunculorum oculiferorum insectum sexus foeminei putarcs), obscure 
fulvescens, dimidio basali obscuriori, apiceqne etiam paullb obscuriori. 
Alee pallid & fuscescentes, macula ante apicem transversa notatae. Pedes 
antici pallid^ luteo-flavi, femoribus incrassatis tibiis tarsisque fuscis, pedes 
intermedii oinninb luteo-flavi, postici luteo-fuscescentes, femorum tibia- 
rumque i)asibns flavis, femoribus 4 posticis ad apicem 1-spinosis. 

Species 24. (vel 2a.). Diopsis arabica, mihi. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 3. 

D. capite pallide fulvo, pedunculis oculiferis obscurioribus, thorace nigro, col* 
lari luteo-fulvescenti, tibiis anticis posticisque fuscescentibus. 

Long. corp. lin. 3. 

Habitat in Arabia dcserta. D. Ehrenberg. In Mus. Reg. Berolinensi. 
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Statura omnino I). erythrocephalce ; D. collari etiara vald& affinis. Caput laet& 
pallid^ fulvum, pedunculis oculiferis paullb obscurioribus, et ad oculos 
fuscis. Antenna? pallidae. Collare luteo-fulvuin. Thorax sericeo-niger, 
scutello coneolori. Spince 4 thoracicae sordide luteae. Abdomen omnino 
pallid^ luteum. Pedes abdomine concolores, femoribus posticis ad apicem 
1-spinosis. Tibice antica ? cum tarsis pallide fuscae, tibiaeque posticae 
ejusdein coloris, basi ipso luteo. Alee macula subquadrata ante apicem, 
versus costam obscuriori. 

Species 4. Diopsis nigra. Illiger . 

Vide Monogr. nostr. p. 29/. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 4. 

In Musaeo Regio Berolincnsi individuum hujus speciei hospitatur, inde figuram 
annexam et addenda specifica sequentia obtinui. 

Long. corp. lin. 2f. Expans. alar. lin. 5. 

Habitat apud Sierram Leonam. 

Caput nigro-picemn, ad os bispinosum, pedunculis oculiferis thoracis longitn- 
dine, fuscis, ad apicem nigris. Thorax niger, sericie snbargentea indutus ; 
collari nitido piceo-nigro ; spince scutellares sordid^ fuscae. Abdomen 
piceo-nigrnm, nitidissimum, subclavatum. Pedes picei. 

Species ad Sectionem 2 am pertinentes. 

Species 6 . Diopsis tenuipes, milu. 

Vide Monogr. nostr. p. 298. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 5. 

In Musaeo Regio Berolinensi individuum e Senegallia a Dom. Bucquet com- 
municatum etiam hospitatur, quod e forma corporis evident&r ad sexuin 
foemineum hujus speciei esse referendum, subindk diversitas specifica, de 
qua antea dubitavi, confinnetur. 

Long. corp. lin Expans. alar. lin. 6. 

Habitat in Senegallia. D. Bucquet. In Mus. Reg. Berol. 
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D. tenuipede <J . Tab. nostr. IX. fig. 5. major et mult5 robustior quainvis colo- 
ribus simillima. Caput cum cornubus oculiferis, et antennis fulvis, cor- 
nuum apicibus oculisque liigricantibus; spiucc ordinarioe cornuum femo- 
rumque posticorum valdfe distinctoe. Spiuw scatellares fulvoe, apicibus 
nigris. Abdomen latum, depressum, omninb testaceo-fulvuin; al(e in 
medio infuscatoe, apicibus fnscis. Thorax niger, sericeus. Femora antica 
tantum panllo incrassata. Pedes omnes fulvi, tibiis anticis tibiarumque 
posticarum apicibus fuscescentibus. 

Obs . Pedunculi oculiferi in insecto supra descripto quain in <2 vix breviores 
sunt. 

Species 25. (vel 10a.). Diopsis Trentepohui. JFcsterm . 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 6. 

D. capite thorace spinisque scutellaribns nigris, pedunculis oculiferis fuscis; 
abdomine obscurfe ferrugineo, nitido, basi nigricante; pedibns rufescenti- 
bus, tibiis anticis et posticis fuscis ? . 

Long. corp. $ lin. 3^. Expans. alar. lin. 6. 

Habitat in Guinea. In Mus. nostr. Comm. Dorn. Westermann cum nomine 
inedito Diopsis Trentepohlii. 

Descr . Affinis D.fumipenni , major tamen et multb robustior, colore obscuriori 
pedibusque (proeserthn tibiis duabus posticis) diverse coloratis. Caput 
nigrum facie antice attenuate et in spinam perpendiculareui utrinque 
products!; pedunculi oculiferi circiter longitudine capitis cum thorace, 
fusci, spinis 4 ordinariis brevibus. Antenuce luteo-fuscoe, seta apicali 
longissiina. Thorax niger, nitidus ; scutello concolore, opaco; spinis scu- 
tellaribus thoracis longitudine, acutissimis, fere rectis, nigris ; spinis meta- 
thoracicis brevibus nigris. Femora antica fulva, subincrassata, inths serie 
spina rum parvarum armata ; tibice anticce fuscoe, tarsi fusci, subtfts aureo- 
tomentosi; pedes intermedii fulvescentes; femora postica fulva, tibice fuse re; 
tarsi fusci basi pallidiores et subtus aureo-pilosi; femora 4 postica, apici¬ 
bus unispinosis. Alee in medio nubila magna fusca, dimidium aloe fer& 
occupanti, nubila altera pallidiori basin versus internum aloe, apieeque 
macula magna fusca. Abdomen magnum, clavatum, subdepressum, ob- 
scurfe castaneo-ferrugineum subnitidum, basi apieeque nigricantibus. 
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Species ad Sectionem 3 am pertinentes. 

Species 26. (vel 16 a.). Diopsis atiucapillus. Guerin. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 7- 

D. capite thoraceque nigris, pedunculis oculiferis thorace longioribus, fuscis; 
abdoinine elongato vix clavato, fulvo; pedibus fulvis, femoribus anticis 
haud dilatatis; alis byalinis immaculatis, apice vix vel tenuissimfe infu- 
mato; femoribus 4 posticis ad apicem incrmibus. 

Long. corp. fevk 3 lin. 

Habitat -? 

Diopsis atricapillus. Gudrin Icon. R&gne An . Ins. pi. 103. fig. 7- (descriptione 
nondum edita). 

Species (?) 2/. Diopsis longicornis. Macquart. 

D. “d’un fauve rougcatre. Face a ligne transversale brune. Dilatations du 
front longues de 2\ lignes. Yeux noirs. Thorax noir, 6cusson et pointes 
sous les ailes fauves. Premier segment de Tabdomen noiratre. Cuisses 
ant£rieures non renflees. Ailes un peu brunatres. <J .” 

Long. corp. 3| lin. 

Habitat in Guinea et Senegallia. 

Diopsis longicornis. Macquart Hist. Nat. Ins. Dipt. vol. ii. p. 486. 

An verfe distincta a D. tlioracicd Monogr. p. 306. ? 

Species ad Sectionem 4 am pei'tinentes. 

Species 19. Diopsis Dalmanni. IVied. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 8. 

Vide Monogr. nostr. p. 309. 

Individuum hujus speciei elegantissinue a Dorn. Westermanno acccpi et figu- 
ram ejus ad naturam delineavi, figura Wiedemanni vix sufficients Ab 
omnibus spcciebus adhuc cognitis differt colore fulvo-ferrugineo. In 
specimine colorem flavum (gelbe) baud detegere possum. Spinas sculel- 
lares deteritae. Corpus et pedes magis pilosa quam in congencribus. 

4 b 2 
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Spinas centrales ordinance pedunculomm oculiferorum in setam longam 
producuntur. Pedes fulvo-ferruginosi; tibiis anticis et posticis obscuri- 
oribus. 

Species 28. (vel 19a.). Diopsis Miegenii ( Wiedemann MSS.). 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 9. S . Fig. 10. ? . 

D. nigra, pedunculis oculiferis, spinisque scutellaribus fuscis; abdomine ad 
basin fasciis duabus (postica interrupt^) argenteis; alis macula parva 
centrali fasciaque angusta fuscescentibus. 

Long. corp. lin. 2f—3J. Expans. alar. lin. — 5. 

Habitat in Guinea Africse. In Mus. Regio Berolinensi et Wiedemanni. Edam 
in Mus. nostr. <J. ? . Amicissimb communicavit Dom. Wcstermann. 

Species elegans, D . Sj/kesii affinis, alis miniis fasciatis. Caput atrum, pedun¬ 
culis oculiferis fuscis. Thorax niger, collari scutelloque concoloribus, 
spinis scutellaribus 2 et 2 metathoracicis fuscis. Abdomen nigrum, seri- 
ceum, basi atrum fascia parva subconoidea basin versus maculisque dua¬ 
bus (in medio abdominis) lateralibus triangularibus sericeo-albis. Alee 
hyalinee macula parva centrali, fasciaque tenui transversa pone medium, 
apieeque ipso tenui pallidb fulvo-fuscescentibus. Femora antica paullb 
incrassata, postica ad apicem hand spinifera. 

Obs. Individua nonnulla (?) abdomen habent clavatum et pedunculos oculi- 
feros thorace longiores. In aliis verb (<?) abdomen est gracilius, ferb 
lineare, pedunculis oculiferis paullb brevioribus. 

Species 29. (vel 195.). Diopsis Neesii, mihi. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 11. 

D. capite rufescenti; thorace obscurb nigricanti; scutello pallidiori; abdominis 
basi rufo, apieeque nigro $ alis 3-fasciatis. 

Long. corp. lin. 2f. Expans. alar. lin. 4j. 

Habitat -? Japonia ? In Mus. Academiae Bonnensis. 

Corpus pilis adspersis tectum. Caput fusco-rufescens, nitidum, ad os haud 
bispinosum. Pedunculi oculiferi ad apicem obscuriores, thorace longiores. 
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graciles. Thorax cum spinis scutellaribus (arcuatis) et metathoracicis, 
piceo-niger. Scntellnm sordid^ albido-fuscescens. Abdomen dimidio ba- 
sali fusco-rufesccnti, parte postica obscuriori, vel piceo. Alee hyalinte, 
fascia tenui basin versus, 2da latissima centrali, et 3tia tenuiori extent 
curvata, apicern versus alarum fuscis. Pedes fnsco-rufescentes, femcri- 
bus anticis paullb incrassatis, posticis ad apicem inermibus, pedibus posti- 
cis nisi ad basin femorum paullb obscurioribus. 

Species 30. (vel 19c.). Diopsis ornata, mihi. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 12. 

D. atra, capite abdomine pedibusque piceo-nigricantibus, oculis ferrugineis 
pedunculis oculiferis capite paullb longioribus, femoribus anticis dilatatis, 
posticis quatuor ad apicem spiniferis ; abdomine dilatato clavato ; alis 4- 
fasciatis, fascia Ima angusta et ad partem 3am longitudinis alarum sita, 
2da latissima medium alarum occupanti; 3tia angusta et 4ta apicali. 

Long. corp. 3 lin. 

Habitat -? 

Diopsis fasciata. Gudrm Icon. R&gne An. Ins. pi. 103. Jig. 8. (descriptione 
nondum edita). 

I have been obliged to give a new specific name to this insect, in order that 

it may not be confounded with the D. fasciata of my monograph. 

Species 31. (vel 19c?.). Diopsis circularis. 

Tab. XXVIII. Fig. 13. 

D. “Noir; dilatations du front brunes. Genoux et tarses anterieurs et inter¬ 
mediates fauves. Ailes h grand tache discoidale brune arrondie, en¬ 
tourage d’un cercle hyalin. 

Long. corp. 3^ lin. 

Habitat in India orient. 

Diopsis circularis. Macquart Hist. Nat. Ins. Dipt. vol. ii. p. 486. 

With reference to the geographical range of this genus, the species above 

described prove, as already surmised, that it is confined to the Old World, 
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whilst the discovery of species at the Cape of Good Hope and Arabia will be 
deemed \ery interesting, considering that hitherto the western coast of Tro¬ 
pical Africa and the East Indies have alone supplied the species already de¬ 
scribed. 

In conclusion, I must, beg leave to express my thanks to Messrs. Wiede¬ 
mann of Kiel, King of Berlin, and Goldfuss of Bonn, for the kindness and 
liberality with which they permitted me to make the most unbounded use of 
the celebrated cabinets over which, with so much honour to themselves and 
such advantage to science, they preside; and also to M. Westermann of 
Copenhagen, who has been so kind as to send me specimens of several species 
of this very rare genus. 


